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3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Status of Claims 

1 . In applicant's reply filed on 1/25/08, applicant amended claims 1 , 2, 5, 7-1 1 , and 
45-46; and cancelled claim 4. Claims 12-44 are withdrawn. Claims 1-2, 5, 7-11, and 
45-46 are under examination. 

2. This application contains claims 1 2-44 drawn to an invention nonelected with 
traverse in the reply filed on 9/1 1/06. A complete reply to the final rejection must 
include cancellation of nonelected claims or other appropriate action (37 CFR 1 .144) 
See M PEP § 821 .01 . 

Response to Amendment 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The rejection of claims 1-2, 5, 7-11, and 45-46, under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph, is withdrawn. 

Claim Objections 

4. The objection to claim 7 is withdrawn. In light of applicant's amendments, a new 
objection follows. 

Claim 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: delete "s" in the 
term, "chemicals". Appropriate correction is required. 

Prior art rejections 

5. The rejections over Zeleny, and Zeleny in view of Woods are withdrawn; and the 
rejections over Woods and Sheridan are maintained. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by another filed in the 
United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another 
filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the 
treaty defined in section 351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) of such treaty in the 
English language. 

7. Claims 1-2, 5, 7-11, 45, and 46 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Woods (US 2003/0177380). 

Woods discloses two carrier media (i.e. [0074]) of a set of carrier media for 
analyzing one or more analytes comprising: each of the carrier media (i.e. 112, fig. 3, 
array, [0074]) having a plurality of defined regions (i.e. 116a-c, fig. 5), where each of the 
defined regions has one of a plurality of different biological or chemical substances 
applied (i.e. biopolymers, e.g. in the form of polynucleotides, [0075]) and the 
arrangement of the plurality of defined regions on each of the carrier media is different 
(i.e. fig. 5, [0067], [0074]-[0075]); and each of the carrier media having a uniquely 
associated code (i.e. 8, fig. 1A, [0063]) that indicates which one of the substances is 
applied in which one of the defined regions, where the substances are disposed 
differently in the defined regions on two carrier media (i.e. [0074]-[0075]), where the 
code is from the group that comprises a bar code, a numeric code, an alphanumeric 
code, and an arrangement of the plurality of defined regions on the carrier medium (i.e. 

8. fig. 1A, [0063]; 116a-c, fig. 5). 
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Woods further discloses the following: where several hundred substances are 
applied in a corresponding number of the defined regions (i.e. [0065]-[0068]); each of 
the carrier media comprises a temperature sensor (i.e. 4, fig. 1A, [0062]); where the 
code provides information for a device reading each of the carrier media as to how the 
device should read each of the defined regions (i.e. [0022]-[0025]); where the code 
contains information on the expiration date of each of the carrier media (i.e. [0022]- 
[0025]); where the code contains information on the storage of each of the carrier media 
from the time each of the carrier media is manufactured until the time each of the carrier 
media is used (i.e. [0022]-[0025]); where each of the carrier media comprises a material 
from the group that includes a film, a glass carrier, or a paper (i.e. [0069]-[0072]); and 
where the plurality of substances are from the group comprising biological substances 
and chemical substances, and where the group includes DNA, RNA, proteins, and 
antibodies (i.e. [0065]-[0068]). 

8. Claims 1-2, 5, 7-11, 45, and 46 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Sheridan et al. ("Sheridan," US 2003/0027342). 

Sheridan discloses two carrier media (i.e. 1 06, fig. 3) of a set of carrier media for 
analyzing one or more analytes, comprising: each of the carrier media having a plurality 
of defined regions (i.e. 504, fig. 5), where each of the defined regions has one of a 
plurality of different biological or chemical substances applied (i.e. [0030], [0048]) and 
the arrangement of the plurality of defined regions on each of the carrier media is 
different (i.e. [0048]); and each of the carrier media having a uniquely associated code 
(i.e. 412, figs. 4-6, [0061]) that indicates which one of the substances is applied in which 
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one of the defined regions, where the substances are disposed differently in the defined 
regions on the two carrier media (i.e. [0048]), where the code (i.e. 412, figs. 4-6, [0061]) 
is from the group that comprises a bar code, a numeric code, an alphanumeric code, 
and an arrangement of the plurality of defined regions on each of the carrier media. 

Sheridan further discloses the following: where several hundred substances are 
applied in a corresponding number of the defined regions (i.e. [0030], [0048]); each of 
the carrier media further comprising a temperature sensor (i.e. [0031]); where the code 
provides information for a device reading each of the carrier media as to how the device 
should read each of the defined regions (i.e. [0047]); where the code contains 
information on the expiration date of each of the carrier media (i.e. [0047]); where the 
code contains information on the storage of each of the carrier media from the time 
each of the carrier media is manufactured until the time each of the carrier media is 
used (i.e. [0047]); where each of the carrier media comprises a material from the group 
that includes a film strip, glass carrier, or paper (i.e. microscope slides are generally 
made of glass, [0030]); and where the plurality of substances are from the group 
comprising biological substances and chemical substances, and where the group 
includes DNA, RNA, proteins, and antibodies (i.e. [0030]). 

Response to Arguments 
9. Applicant's arguments, see p., filed 1/25/08, with respect to claims 1-2, 4, 7-11, 
45, and 46 by Zeleny have been fully considered and are persuasive. This rejection has 
been withdrawn. 
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10. Applicant's arguments, filed on 1/25/08, with respect to Woods and Sheridan, 
have been fully considered but they are not persuasive. 
Rejection by Woods 

In response to applicant's argument that Woods fails to disclose the feature of 
the amended claim 1 of "where the substances are disposed differently in the defined 
regions on two different carrier media," examiner disagrees. Woods expressly discloses 
having more than one array (carrier media) and expressly discloses that any of the 
arrays are different in paragraph [0074]. Furthermore, Woods discloses that the spots 
(defined regions) are different in paragraph [0075] and the biological and/or chemical 
substances on the arrays include at least two distinct polymers in paragraph [0067]. 

In response to applicant's argument that Woods does not specify or suggest 
what the differences are between the arrays, examiner disagrees. Here, claim 1 recites 
having different biological or chemical substances and the arrangement of the defined 
regions are different. Woods reads on both types of differences, as disclosed in 
paragraphs [0067] and [0074]-[0075]. 
Rejection bv Sheridan 

In response to applicant's argument that Sheridan fails to disclose the feature of 
the amended claim 1 of "where the substances are disposed differently in the defined 
regions on two different carrier media," examiner disagrees. Sheridan expressly 
discloses having more than one array (substrates, 106, fig. 3) and expressly discloses 
that the arrays are discrete in paragraph [0048]. Furthermore, Sheridan expressly 
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discloses that the samples of material (504, fig. 5, defined regions) are different in 
paragraph [0048]. 

In response to applicant's argument that Sheridan does not specify or suggest 
what the differences are between the arrays, examiner does not find this argument 
convincing. Here, claim 1 recites having different biological or chemical substances and 
the arrangement of the defined regions are different. Sheridan reads on both types of 
differences, as disclosed in paragraph [0048]. Furthermore, it would be inherent that 
each substrate disclosed by Sheridan is different since Sheridan explicitly discloses that 
each substrate comprises a plurality of discrete samples of material and the sample of 
material are arranged in discrete rows and columns. 

Conclusion 

1 1 . THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to LORE RAMILLANO whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7420. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon. to Fri. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jill Warden can be reached on (571) 272-1267. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Jill Warden/ Lore Ramillano 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 1797 Examiner 

Art Unit 1797 



